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This week is National Police Week—a time
we set aside to remember and honor the
brave men and women protecting our streets
and communities.

| would like to note that the names of nine
New York police officers who are being added
to National Law Enforcement Officers Memo-
rial at a candlelight vigil on Thursday, May 13,
2004. These police officers fell as far back as
1906 and as recently as last year. They are:

1. Rodney J. Andrews, Detective, New York
City, New York.

2. Michael F. Brophy, Sergeant, City of
Utica, New York.

3. James Ivan Broughton, Police Officer,
Middletown, New York.

4. Jeffry Todd Edelson, Sergeant, New York
State Police.

5. Neil A. Forster, Police Officer, New York
City, New York.

6. James Verneuil Nemorin, Detective, New
York City, New York.

7. Fred Preston, Police Officer, Patchogue,
New York.

8. Glenn Matthew Searles, Deputy Sheriff,
Onondaga County, New York.

9. George A. Stillwell, Deputy Sheriff, Suf-
folk County, New York.

We here in Congress do many things to
honor our police officers. Just this term, | au-
thored legislation to name a Post Office in my
district for Edward O’Grady, Waverly Brown
and Peter Paige. Twenty-three years ago an
armed gang attempted to rob a Brinks Ar-
mored Truck in the middle of the day at a
crowded mall and these three brave souls fell
in the line of duty. But, Congress has another
important job to do when honoring our “fin-
est.” We have a responsibility to provide fund-
ing to help our police—and in fact all first re-
sponders—do their jobs.

The President shares this responsibility. Yet,
his budget for fiscal year 2005 is woefully in-
adequate. A few simple figures:

Provides only $97 million for COPS, a $659
million cut below the 2004 enacted level—and
in FY04 COPS was funded at $748 million;

Totally eliminates the Byrne formula and
discretionary grants, yet in FY04 formula
grants were funded at $495 million and discre-
tionary grants were funded at $208 million;
and

Also it eliminates Local Law Enforcement
Block Grant grants, which were funded at
$223 million in FY04.

As a New Yorker who was watching from
my home in the Bronx on September 11—
watching as the greatest attack on U.S. civil-
ians was ever undertaken—I am greatly dis-
appointed by the President’s poor request. As
a New Yorker who watched the greatest act of
heroism | can remember—hundreds of fire-
fighters and police officers running into the
World Trade Center as they burned, | am sad-
dened by the President’ weak request. As a
New Yorker who watched in abject horror as
the towers fell, kiling thousands, including
hundreds of firefighters and police, | am an-
gered by the President’s insufficient request.

Later, | learned that a police helicopter was
circling the Trade Center site and could tell
the second tower would soon fall. Yet, the po-
lice could not warn the firefighters inside be-
cause they used a different radio system. |
pledged to myself and my constituents that |
would do everything | could to make sure this
never happened again. Thus, | joined my col-
leagues, Mr. FOSSELLA and Mr. STUPAK, in au-
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thoring legislation to provide funding to our
states and localities to purchase interoperable
radio equipment. H.R. 3370, the Public Safety
Interoperability Implementation Act would use
proceeds from spectrum auctions to help our
police and firefighters and EMS personnel.

| urge my other colleagues to join us in this
effort.

| also urge my colleagues to join me and
the other speakers here tonight in fighting for
the funding needed to make our districts safer.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF REV. DR.
LARRY PICKENS

HON. J. DENNIS HASTERT

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 13, 2004

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor our guest chaplain, Rev. Dr. Larry D.
Pickens, a well-known pastor in my Congres-
sional district. Currently senior pastor at First
United Methodist Church in Elgin, Illinois, Rev.
Pickens recently was named top staff execu-
tive of the United Methodist Commission on
Christian Unity and Interreligious Affairs. In
this role, Rev. Pickens will direct the Meth-
odists’ relations with other churches and work
to build unity among the denomination’s 8.3
million members.

A former pastor in inner-city congregations
in Chicago for fifteen years, Rev. Pickens has
also served as a delegate to a “people-to-peo-
ple” seminar on the legal system of South Af-
rica. Within the church, Rev. Pickens has
spent the last four years as a member of the
Judicial Council, giving him a better under-
standing of church governance.

Admitted to both the lllinois Bar and the
South Carolina Bar, Rev. Pickens holds a J.D.
degree from DePaul University College of
Law. He also holds degrees from Chicago
Theological Seminary, Garrett-Evangelical
Theological Seminary, and North Park Univer-
sity.

We are honored to have Rev. Pickens with
us this morning. His involvement in his com-
munity and his new role in seeking unity
among all denominations underscores his de-
votion to doing God’s work for the betterment
of humanity.

Thank you, Rev. Pickens, for being here this
morning to open the United States House of
Representatives and for your continued serv-
ice and dedication.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SHAWN
MITCHELL

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 13, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Shawn
Mitchell and thank him for his extraordinary
contributions to the State of Colorado as a
member of the Colorado General Assembly.
As a three-term member of the State House of
Representatives, he will be remembered as a
legislator with the utmost dedication and tal-
ent, and will continue to be known as a leader
in the community. As he moves on in his ca-
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reer, let it be known that |, along with the peo-
ple of Colorado, are eternally grateful for all
that he has accomplished in his tenure in the
Colorado House of Representatives.

One of Colorado’s top lawyers, Shawn was
elected to serve the people of District 33, rep-
resenting parts of Adams, Boulder, Broomfield,
and Weld Counties in 1998. During this last
term he chaired the Information and Tech-
nology Committee, and served on the State,
Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee.
While serving as a legislator, Shawn has
maintained a private law practice in the Den-
ver area, and has previously served as Spe-
cial Counsel to former Colorado Attorney Gen-
eral Gale Norton, now our Secretary of the In-
terior. His civic involvement includes serving
as president of the Colorado Chapter of the
Federalist Society, and three years on the
Denver Rocky Mountain News Board of Edi-
torial Contributors.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that State Rep-
resentative Shawn Mitchell has ceaselessly
dedicated his time and efforts to serving his
district and the people of Colorado in the Col-
orado General Assembly. | am honored to
bring his hard work and commitment to the at-
tention of this body of Congress and this na-
tion today. Thank you for all your service
Shawn, and | wish you and your wife Yvette
all the best in your future endeavors.

———

RECOGNIZING E. ROBERT
STEPHENS

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 13, 2004

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. E. Robert “Bob” Stephens for
volunteering his services for 31 years to the
East Norriton Fire Engine Company.

Bob Stephens is a citizen who has dedi-
cated much of his life to helping people. He
has done so through his extensive volunteer
work at the East Norriton Fire Company. Bob
joined the East Norriton Fire Company in 1973
and is still an active member today.

One year after Bob joined the East Norriton
Fire Engine Company, he was put on the Driv-
ers List. In 1976, he was promoted to Assist-
ant Chief Engineer and held that position until
1986. Later that same year, Bob was again
promoted, this time as Chief Engineer of the
East Norriton Fire Engine Company. In 1980,
eight years after he joined the East Norriton
Fire Engine Company, Bob was awarded Life
Membership.

During his service, Bob made many signifi-
cant contributions to the Fire Company and to
the community. Bob attended as many county
and state fire schools as he could in order to
learn as much as possible about his volunteer
work. As a ranking member of the Fire Com-
pany, Bob served on many different commit-
tees where he was able to use the expertise
gained in the fire schools to better the Fire
Company in which he volunteered. Bob ac-
tively served on the banquet, building, truck,
and uniform committees and later became a
member of the East Norriton Fire Engine
Company’s Board of Trustees.

Bob has also been the recipient of numer-
ous awards from the East Norriton Fire Engine
Company. Bob was the three-time recipient of
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the President’s Award, a recipient of the Chief
Engineer's Award, and a two-time recipient of
the Fire Fighter of the Year Award.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today to recognize Robert Stephens’s
dedication to volunteer work and the East
Norriton Fire Engine Company and the con-
tributions he has made to the East Norriton
community and the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania.

———

REGARDING H.R. 4280, THE
H.E.A.L.T.H ACT

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 13, 2004

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I'm
holding my nose and voting against H.R.
4280, which would limit medical malpractice
awards. | am not pleased that we are voting
on this bill again, since an identical bill is lan-
guishing over in the Senate and | doubt that
by passing it today we will jolt the Senate into
moving on the bill. | think the vote today has
more to do with politics than with policy.

| think we’re beating a dead horse. Both
sides have dug in and aren’t willing to com-
promise. In the meantime, we aren’t doing
anything to reform our medical liability system
and we aren’t doing anything to make health
care more affordable and accessible for Amer-
icans. Our system is inherently adversarial
and we’ve continued this fingerpointing game
and done nothing to improve patient safety
and health care access, which is what we're
really talking about here.

| think we need a system that is non-puni-
tive and encourages openness and improve-
ment so that doctors can report medical errors
without fear of being sued. This will help us
understand medical errors and improve proce-
dures and patient safety. Fewer medical errors
will result in fewer medical malpractice suits,
which in turn will help keep malpractice insur-
ance rates and health care premiums down.
That's why | voted for H.R. 663, the Patient
Safety and Quality Improvement Act, which
would create a voluntary medical error report-
ing system under which patient safety organi-
zations would receive, on a confidential basis,
and analyze information on reported errors.
They would then be expected to develop and
disseminate evidence-based information to
help providers implement changes in practice
patterns that help to prevent future medical er-
rors. In addition to this legislation, | think we
should explore ideas like alternate dispute res-
olution, no-fault systems, and medical courts.

| also want to make it clear that | am not op-
posed to capping damages because | think it
helps keep health care costs down and keeps
doctors accessible, like in my home State of
Colorado where we have caps. However, |
think H.R. 4280 sets low and arbitrary limits
on damages, which will hurt those at the bot-
tom of the income scale the most. Also, | don’t
think we should be shielding large and power-
ful HMOs and drug companies from liability.

Mr. Speaker, ultimately this issue is about
health care access and patient safety. If we
aren’'t going to compromise, | hope we’d start
thinking outside the box on how to end the
logjam on tort reform. | offer these ideas as a
way to get there, because we aren’t going to
get there from where we are today.
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RECOGNIZING ASIAN AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 13, 2004

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize the month of May as
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month and to
pay tribute to the 120,000 individuals of Asian
descent | represent in California’s 32nd Con-
gressional District. | am fortunate to represent
an ethnically diverse district that has experi-
enced first hand the economic and cultural
contributions of the Asian Pacific American
community.

Although less than 4 percent of the U.S.
population is Asian, | am proud that 19 per-
cent of the congressional district | represent is
of Asian descent. Some cities in my congres-
sional district have a well-established Asian
Pacific American community. Monterey Park,
for example, is home to a vibrant Asian Amer-
ican community and has a City Council that is
majority Asian. Other cities in the congres-
sional district | represent, like West Covina,
have experienced an increase in their Asian
population in more recent times. From 1980 to
the present, West Covina’'s Asian Pacific
American population has grown from 4 per-
cent to 23 percent.

Asian Pacific Americans bring diversity to
our community and also contribute to our
economy and to our advancement as a nation.
Asian Pacific Americans have made vast con-
tributions in the fields of medicine, technology,
and agriculture that benefit all Americans. Fur-
thermore, throughout times of heightened na-
tional security, Asian Pacific Americans have
fought to protect democracy in every war
since the Civil War. For example, despite the
disturbing racism toward Japanese Americans
during World War I, Japanese Americans vol-
unteered to serve in the armed forces as part
of the 442nd Infantry Regimental Combat
Team. The 442nd Regimental Combat Team
remains the most decorated unit in U.S. mili-
tary history. Not only did these Japanese serv-
icemen show their loyalty to the United States,
but they also earned more than 18,000 indi-
vidual decorations in less than 2 years. These
noble service members deserve our recogni-
tion.

In closing, | would like to commend organi-
zations in California’s 32nd Congressional Dis-
trict that exemplify and promote Asian diversity
during Asian American Heritage Month.

A TRIBUTE TO JOAN PETERSON

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 13, 2004

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Joan Peterson in recognition of her substantial
contributions to her community.

Upon gazing on their beautiful baby girl,
parents Emily Cole and John Stafford named
her Joan, celebrating the namesake of both
grandmothers.

Joan spent her early years of elementary
education at Clio Public School where her
grandmother, Joan Guice taught first grade,
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her mother taught 10th grade and her grand-
father Professor Charles Guice served as prin-
cipal for 50 years. Her latter years were spent
at St. Joseph Catholic School where she grad-
uated 8th Grade. Upon completing elementary
school, she attended Holy Rosary High School
in Lafayette, Louisiana and graduated with
honors.

Joan attended college at Tuskegee Univer-
sity with a major in Nursing Education. How-
ever, when her mother moved the family to
Brooklyn, New York, she enrolled at Medgar
Evers College and completed her education in
Business Management. She later attended
New York University and received a certificate
as an Administrative Assistant.

Joan worked with the United Negro College
Fund as an Employee Associate where she
began to develop a format that would bring to-
gether all graduates of other black colleges to
participate in a job market. This has now
evolved as a site on the Internet for job place-
ments.

Joan later met and married hometown
friend, David Peterson, Jr. From their union,
two children, Danielle and David Peterson I,
were born. The children attended St. Paul
Community Christian School where Joan be-
came very involved in her children’s education
and participated in all fundraising activities.
When the children transferred to P.S. 308,
Joan continued to be active and was the Fi-
nancial Secretary for the P.T.A. until her
daughter Danielle graduated. Joan joined the
Concerned Women of Brooklyn in which she
is still an active member. In 1997, Joan’s hus-
band became ill and passed away. Subse-
quently, Joan bought a house and moved to
Bedford-Stuyvesant, where she immediately
joined the Block Association where she now
serves as Financial Secretary.

Joan presently works for the Health and
Hospital Corporation as a Senior Systems An-
alyst. In her sixteen years of service, she has
worked in several areas, Office of Affiliations,
Construction Management, Kings County Re-
construction Project, Elmhurst Modernization
Project, Accounting Department and presently
she is in the Receiving Department at Queens
Hospital.

As a recipient of several awards as an Out-
standing Leader in her community and school,
Joan is interested in developing a program
that would address young males, ages 10-18
years. Joan is a member of St. Paul Commu-
nity Baptist Church, where Rev. Johnny Ray
Youngblood is the senior pastor.

Mr. Speaker, Joan Peterson has actively
participated in improving her community
through various volunteer positions. As such,
she is more than worthy of receiving our rec-
ognition today and | urge my colleagues to
join me in honoring this truly remarkable per-
son.

TRIBUTE TO THE 21ST SPACE
WING GUARDIAN CHALLENGE 2004

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 13, 2004

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the 21st Space Wing at Peterson Air
Force Base in Colorado.

The 21st Space Wing, under the Command
of Brigadier General Richard Webber, also
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